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with a swollen head, and more or less filled with the globular
substance of which I have spoken. Thus we see revealed the
whole organization of vegetable ivory, which is merely a pris-
menchyme with f thickened cells, in which the rays of communi-
cation are preserved. The closest scrutiny has not enabled me
to detect in the thick portfon of the cells the smallest trace o*
those layers of growth which have been detected by M. Valentin,
especially in the Hoya carnosa and Oreodoxa regia, etc.
'This substance, which appears continuous, is very analogous
to that which MM. Schleiden and Theodore Vogel, in their
.researches into the nature of the albumen, have found in the
albumen of Phoenix dactylifera; only that in the latter, there is
no starry disposition of the tubes, and tlie hollows of the cells
are elongated/into two, or, at most, into three radii of communi-
cation. ' (Morren.)
cultivation in europe.—'This palm thrives in a compost of
two parts of rich loam, one of peat, and one of river sand.
Perfect drainage and a liberal supply of water are essential.
illustration.—The two photographs reproduced on Plates
CIV and CV were taken by Mr. Macmillan in the Botanic Gardens
of Peradeniya, Ceylon.
2.    NIPA WURMB. ex BL. KUMPH. II, 72;
III, t 164, 165.
(Nipa is the vernacular name of the palm in the Philippines.)
Lam. Illustr. t. 897.,—Labill. Mem. V. t 21, 22,—Kunth Enum.
PI. in, 110, 589.—Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. HI, 305, t. 108.—Miq.
PI. Ind. Bat.'Ill, 150.- Blanco PL Filip. 662.-r-Grift Ic. PL Asiat.
244-247. -Benth. & Hook. Gen. PI. Ill, II, 920, 78.—Vidal PL
Forest. Philip, t.
A prostrate sestuarial gregarious palm; rootstock stout, branch-
ed, covered with the sheaths of old leaves, leafing and flowering
at the ends of the branches. Leaves pinnatiseet; leaflets linear-
lanceolate, sides reduplicate in vernation. Spadix short, terminal,
erect in flower, fruiting drooping. Flowers monoecious, male
in catkin-like lateral brancnes of the spadix, female crowded in
a terminal head, perianth ^glumaceous. Male flowers minute,
surrounded .with setaceous bracteoles; sepals linear with broad
truncate inflexed tips, imbricate; petals smaller; stamens 3;
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